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Reading Room Document

Historical Data Involving Subpoenaing of and Testimony by the Presidents.

In this memo, the OLC presented historical data ranging from 1800 to 1875 to supplement a previous 1973 memo Re: Presidential Amenability to Subpoena. The data illustrates the reticence of courts to compel presidents to make in-person court appearances to respond to subpoenas, especially where the subpoena would require the president to leave his seat of office. Some presidents like Monroe and Grant offered a compromise, responding to summons by agreeing to a deposition from Washington, which allowed courts to avoid the issue whether a president could be compelled to leave their seat to testify.
 February 26, 1974 


The OLC's Opinions

Opinions published by the OLC, including those released in response to our FOIA lawsuit
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Featured

There’s a Problem With Banning TikTok. It’s Called the First Amendment.
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Featured

State Department Rule Requiring Visa Applicants to Register Their Social Media Handles is Ineffective, New Documents Say


Knight Institute renews calls for Biden administration to end policy that “infringes expressive and associational freedom”
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The Press and American Democracy


Identifying four distinct constitutional functions of "the press"
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Columbia University and Online

The Future of Press Freedom: Democracy, Law, and the News in Changing Times


A symposium examining what it means to safeguard and support the role of the press in the United States today.
Learn More



 
 



Sign up for news about First Amendment events, research, and litigation
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